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This week, with capital punishment 
very much in the news, not only in 
the recent execution of Caryl Chess- 
man, but in the release of the mystery 

nan who twenty years ago buried a 
hatchet in the brain of Leon Trotsky, 
we offer both features and editorial 
material on this sensitive subject. We 
have no doubt that we will hear from 
you! 





The Rev. Jim Coad of Perry, Ga., 
noticed our editorial references to the 
Commissioners to the recent Assembly 
as “Fathers and _ Brethren’. He 
wants to know, howcome? First time 
anyone has asked us about a phrase 
we have heard and used repeatedly. 
Can anyone enlighten us as to the 
origin of the word “Fathers” in Pres- 
byterian usage and what is thereby 
implied? 


Thanks to Dr. B. C. Boney, Mem- 
phis, for this one: 


“Signs Of The Times” 


This is the age 

Of the half-read page 
And the quick hash 
And the mad dash. 
The Bright night 
With nerves tight; 
The plane hop 

And the brief stop. 
The lamp tan 

In a short span; 
The big shot 

In a good spot; 
And the brain strain 
And the heart pain 
And the cat naps 
Till the spring snaps— 
And the fun’s done. 





The “Western Voice”, 3168 S. 
Broadway, Englewood, Colo., is cir- 
culating petitions addressed to the 
Nominating Committees of both Par- 
ties, opposing the nomination of a Ro- 
man Catholic to the Presidency. We 
have a few of these here. If you would 
sign one or circulate one, write them 
or us! 
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MEXICO — A Presbyterian U. S. 
mission plane in Mexico has been dyna- 
mited. 


The plane, “Wings of Truth,” was 
dynamited shortly after midnight 
Easter Sunday at its home base of 
Ometepec in Mexico’s difficult to 
reach west coast area. It was one of 
three recent attacks on Protestant 
work in the area, the first since 1952, 
when four Presbyterian U. S. mission- 
aries entered the remote Ometepec 
area to open a hospital and begin evan- 
gelistic work. 


The dynamite was placed under the 
motor and the blast threw parts of 
the cowling as much as 50 yards away. 
The fire wall, separating the motor 
from the cabin, was pushed in and 
the motor damaged. “The sabotage 
was obviously done by someone who 
knew little about planes or dynamite,” 
the plane’s pilot, missionary John B. 
Wood, reported, “or damage would 
have been far greater.” 


The local authorities and military 
command are cooperating “in every 
way possible” in an investigation to 
find the attackers. The American 
Embassy has been notified, as well as 
the center of aviation control in Mex- 
ico, the Secretaria de Comunicaciones. 


The plane was purchased in Feb- 
ruary, from funds contributed to the 
Board of World Missions by the Pres- 
byterian Church of Warrington, Fla. 


Since then, the missionary evan- 
gelist has been able to visit some 15 
villages on Mexico’s west coast every 
week, carrying on Protestant services 
for adults and flying in Mexican chil- 
dren’s workers. 


—Rev. John B. Wood 





Rome Asserts Duty To Guide Faithful In Politics 


VATICAN CITY — (RNS) — Os- 
servatore Romano, Vatican City news- 
paper, asserted in a front-page article 
on Roman Catholics and politics that 
the hierarchy has the “duty and right 
to guide, direct and correct the faith- 
ful in the political field, just as it has 
in other aspects of life. 


“It is absurd to split the conscience 
into one part which is that of the be- 
liever and one which is that of the citi- 
zen, as if the Catholic religion were 
just one part of the life of the spirit 
and not a central idea which orients 
a man’s whole existence,’ Osservatore 
declared. 


Although the article was not signed, 
Vatican sources described it as “au- 
thoritative’’. To distinguish the article 
from its own editorial opinions, Os- 
servatore published it in a_ special 
make-up usually reserved for semi- 
official statements from the Holy See. 


“The Church which Jesus Christ 
founded as a perfect society with its 
hierarchy,” Osservatore declared, “has 
full powers of real jurisdiction over 
all the faithful and so has the duty 
and right to guide, direct and correct 
them on the plane of ideas and the 
plane of action in accordance with the 
dictates of the Gospel and to the ex- 
tent that it be necessary to reach man’s 
supreme end, life eternal. 


“A Catholic can never prescind from 
the teachings and directives of the 
Church. In every sector of his ac- 
tivity he must inspire his public and 
private conduct by the laws, orienta- 
tions and instructions of the hier- 
archy.” 


The article emphasized that when 
politics “touches the altar” bishops 
have the right to speak and to expect 
the faithful to show a “dutiful dis- 
cipline.” Condemned were attempts 
to proclaim “the believer’s full au- 
tonomy in the civil sphere. (See Edi- 
torial, “Good President’, p. 10). 
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New Trend In 
Evangelism Observed 


WASHINGTON, D. C. — A new 
trend reportedly aimed at “retooling” 
traditional forms of Protestant evan- 
gelism is explored critically in the May 
23 issue of Christianity Today. 


Behind the controversial move are 
a group of influential young ministers 
dubbed “The Young Turks of Evan- 
gelism,” says an article by Dr. Sher- 
wood E. Wirt. 


Wirt, Editorial Associate at Chris- 
tianity Today, refers to the “Turks” 
as “a talented group of young min- 
isters who may be on the way to be- 
coming the ecclesiastical spokesmen of 
the next generation in our country.” 


(Note: The term “Young Turks” is 
first believed to have been applied to 
this group by Dr. George E. Sweazy, 
former head of the division of Evan- 
gelism of what is now the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. A. Origi- 
nally applied to a party of youthful 
Turkish intellectuals who effected a 
bloodless revolution in 1908, the term 
now is used more generally to describe 
any group of younger men who seek 
change.) 


Wirt says that “Turks” stress (1) 
a new concept about the nature of 
sin, (2) a critique of the Church’s 
pretention to moral rectitude, and (3) 
a belief that the Church’s voice is only 
one voice among many that speak for 
God. 


“The stern Hebrew concept of sin 
as disobedience to God’s command 
seems to have been replaced by the 
fatalistic Greek view of sin as trag- 
edy,” he asserts. “Modern man, there- 
fore, sins because he cannot help it, 
just as did the ancient heroes of 
Aeschylus. But now it is not the 
‘fates’ that make his sin inevitable, 
it is the pressures of ‘organizational 
living.’ ” 


But the article goes on to say that 
the “Turks” do have “a genuine com- 
passion for their fellow man. They 
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yearn to offer him a salvation that is 
practical, but since a ‘decision for 
Christ’ seems such a weak and futile 
gesture in the face of the total situa- 
tion, they lean more to liturgy and 
the sacraments as offering genuine 
help in distress, and therefore as a 
sound goal of evangelism.” 


According to Wirt, “they hold that 
the Church should cease proclaiming 
her message to the world with so much 
assurance, and should spend more time 
listening to the world, seeking to un- 
derstand it, and then asking signifi- 
cant questions that might somehow 
make a difference in the way the 
world seeks to resolve its problems.” 


“There is no suggestion of belittling 
the deity of Jesus Christ,” he declares; 
“on the contrary, most ‘Young Turks’ 
uniformly hold an incarnationist Chris- 
tology (albeit without the Virgin 
Birth). Their attitude toward the 
world, however, is oriented more to 
the doctrine of Creation than to In- 
carnation.” 


The author asserts that there is “a 
touch of unreality . . . in the whole 
approach. It is primarily armchair 
evangelism, and makes good conversa- 
tion in the seminary coffee shop and 
thoughtful oratory in the evangelism 
seminar, but it has little enough to do 
with the making of Christians.” 


“The ‘Young Turks’ who soften the 
note of individual moral responsibility 
in the Gospel in favor of social sym- 
pathy are the ones who threaten to 
make the Church irrelevant,’ Wirt 
charges. “Further, by minimizing the 
value of traditional evangelism, the 
‘Young Turks’ betray an exasperation 
that is ultimately directed at the Holy 
Spirit.” 


“They believe that the Church has 
a redemptive message to give the 
world,” declares the author, “but that 
since the world does not appear to be 
listening, the message needs to be set 
in a new context.” 





Minister Urges — 
Private Confessions 
For Protestants 


NEW YORK — (RNS) — Dr. John 
Sutherland Bonnell, pastor of Fifth 
Avenue Presbyterian Church here, sug- 
gested that Protestants be given the 
opportunity of a private confession to 
their minister as a mark of “‘a spiritual 
advance in Protestantism.” 


Confession, he said in a sermon, 
should not be regarded as necessarily 
habitual or compulsory, but the 
“thousands of our people who need 
and desire it” should be given a chance 
to confess their sins. 


Dr. Bonnell observed that leaders 
of the Reformation, including Luther, 
Calvin and Knox, believed that confes- 
sions, either public or private, had 
value under special circumstances. 
(See Editorial “Confessional”, p. 11). 





Massachusetts Kills 
Proposals To End 
Death Penalty 


BOSTON — (RNS) — The legisla- 
ture here killed three bills proposed 
to alter the Massachusetts capital pun- 
ishment law. 


A bill filled by Gov. Foster Furcolo 
to authorize a referendum on aboli- 
tion of the death penalty was defeated 
in the House of Representatives with- 
out a debate. 


In a 169 to 51 vote, the legislators 
rejected a bill providing for a revision 
of the law to make the death penalty 
mandatory only when directed by a 
jury. Under existing law the death 
penalty is mandatory for first degree 
murder unless a jury recommends oth- 
erwise. 


Also defeated was a bill to extend 
capital punishment to crimes of kid- 
napping, sale of dope to minors and 
rape of a child. The proposal was 
sponsored by the Massachusetts Police 
Chiefs Association. 





Catholic Group Backs 
Capital Punishment 


OTTAWA — (RNS) — Not only 
has the state the right but also “the 
duty and the moral obligation from 
God”, to inflict capital punishment, 
an agency of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in Canada declared here. 


“Catholic teaching,” said the Ca- 
nadian Catholic Conference, “has al- 
ways maintained that three types of 
killing which are not forbidden by the 
Fifth Commandment are capital pun- 
ishment for serious crime, waging a 
just war, and legitimate self defense.” 


The statement was issued on the eve 
of a House of Commons debate on a 
bill to abolish the death penalty for 
murder. “According to Catholic 


teaching,” the conference said, “a 
state has the right — indeed, the 
duty and the obligation from God — 
to protect its citizens from harm and 
to take whatever means are needed 
to maintain the common good of 
everybody. 


“When a criminal gravely endangers 
the common good by evil-doing, the 
state has the right to put him to 
death, if necessary.” 





Sees Graham Crusade In 
Russia Within 3 Years 


SYDNEY, Australia — (RNS) — 
Although two applications for a Billy 
Graham campaign in Moscow have 
been “flatly refused” by Russian au- 
thorities, Dr. Paul S. Rees, well-known 
American evangelist said here that a 
Graham crusade there “would not be 
at all impossible” within three years. 


Commenting on the state of religion 
generally in Russia, Dr. Rees said that 
“at present it is impossible for out- 
side ministers to hold services in the 
Soviet Union.” 


“Religion is restricted,” he empha- 
sized. “In Moscow, a city of five mil- 
lion people, Protestants are allowed 
only one congregation for the entire 
city each Sunday. This congregation 
numbers 1,600 — packed into a church 
which has seating for only 600.” 


“Watching those Russian people at 
worship, it is easy to see how impos- 
sible it would be for the Communists 
to destroy religious faith,” he con- 
tinued. “Their faces are evidence of 
the greatest devotion.” 


No exact count of the number of 
practising Christians in Russia is pos- 
sible, Dr. Rees said, because the coun- 
try has been without normal religion 
for so long. However, he noted, “some 
estimates have put it as high as 12,- 
000,000 out of the total population of 
270,000,000.” 


He blamed the Russian policy of re- 
fusing to allow identification with any 
religion by persons under 18 years 
for the fact that so few young people 
attend churches there. 


“The Communists think that by for- 
bidding religion before the age of 18 
they can instill so much of the ma- 
terialist doctrine into a youth that he 
will not turn to religion,” he ex- 
plained. “For this reason, youth 
groups are closely watched for any- 


thing that could be termed ‘political’.” & 
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“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” Gen. 9:6 


The Bible and Capital Punishment 


All around us today voices charged 
with prophetic urgency are vigorously 
advocating the abolishment of capital 
punishment. Last May, the 171st Gen- 
eral Assembly of the UPUSA Church 
officially declared its opposition to 
the death penalty, and called on the 
lower judicatories and members of the 
denomination to work for its abolition 
in their respective states. Present in- 
dications are that this action registers 
the sentiments of much of Protestant- 
ism. 


As Christians, we indeed must be 
concerned that our public treatment 
of criminals reflects the spirit of our 
Master and the exalted ideals of our 
faith. But we must also temper our 
concern with sober thought. Other- 
wise we may be swept along on the 
tides of unregulated emotion, and sac- 
rifice mature, critical judgment to hu- 
manitarian and sociological arguments 
which are true neither to the harsh 
realities of life in a sinful world, nor 
to the principles of Christianity taken 
as a whole. Before we wave the ban- 
ner for the annulment of the death 
sentence we must review this issue 
in the full light of Holy Scripture, 
which is our supreme standard in all 
matters of faith and life. And the 
position of Scripture is condensed in 
these words, “‘Whoso sheddeth man’s 
blood, by man shall his blood be shed.” 
The Bible not only endorses, it strict- 
ly enjoins, capital punishment for the 
crime of murder. And by murder we 
mean the deliberate and malicious tak- 
ing of one man’s life by another. 


WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS 


Let us look then at the requirement 
of capital punishment as set forth in 
both the Old and New Testaments. 


The first and most significant ref- 
erence in the Old Testament appears in 
connection with the ordinances God 
gave to Noah after the flood. Here 
at this critical juncture in human his- 
tory were spoken the words just quot- 
ed which carry all the force of a di- 
vine command, ‘“Whoso  sheddeth 


man’s blood, by man shall his blood 
be shed.” It is of utmost importance 
to remember that Noah received these 
ordinances in his unique capacity as 
father and representative head of the 
new humanity which should replace 
and repair the ruins of a civilization 
hastened to destruction by unsup- 
pressed violence and corruption. 


Consequently, we cannot interpret 
them as local and temporary regula- 
tions. They extend to all mankind 
without exception and remain in force 
until the end of time. As we know 
from the narrative of Cain and La- 
mech, before the flood God reserved 
to Himself the punishment of mur- 
derers, showing them great forbear- 
ance. But these initial acts of violence 
quickly reproduced themselves on such 
a wide scale that the most extreme 
measures had to be taken, and all but 
eight souls perished in the flood. In 
light of the growing depravity of man’s 
heart which when left unchecked 
turned the world into a jungle ter- 
rorized by the red tooth and claw; 
and in the interest of effective govern- 
ment for a race soon to inhabit the 
whole earth, God now committed the 
temporal punishment of murderers to 
man himself. In this magna charta 
of all civil government and authority 
He decreed that throughout all sub- 
sequent ages the man who slays his 
brother in cold blood should be put to 
death. 


Later, at Sinai, capital punishment 
was included under the terms of the 
the Mosaic covenant, but with a no- 
table difference. It was now extend- 
ed to additional offences, such as 
adultery, kidnapping, cursing of par- 
ents, sorcery, Sabbath breaking, blas- 
phemy, and idolatry. We recognize, 
of course, that the civil jurisprudence 
of the Mosaic economy was restricted 
to the Jewish nation as a theocracy 
in which civil and ecclesiastical gov- 
ernment were combined under the im- 
mediate sovereignty of God. As a 
legal system, it was entirely provi- 
sional, and is not binding on us now 
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because the theocratic nation has been 
superceded by the universal Church. 
But the law of Sinai is important to 
our present discussion for two reasons. 


First, it unequivocally negates the 
argument that capital punishment is 
incompatible with the essential char- 
acter and will of God. Secondly, with 
equal force it negates the argument 
that capital punishment is a violation 
of the sixth commandment, and that 
those who contribute to the execution 
of a murderer thereby bring upon 
their own heads the very crime they 
punish with such severity. The very 
same Law which says, “You shall not 
kill,” also says in the Name of God to 
those who commit any of the grevious 
offences mentioned a moment ago, 
“For this you must die.” 


THE TEACHING OF JESUS 


When we turn to the New Testa- 
ment, we find no change whatever 
from the fundamental position of the 
Old. It is often insisted that those 
who subscribe to the ethics of Jesus 
cannot consent to capital punishment 
without contradicting their Christian 
profession. But what did our Lord 
really teach concerning this subject? 
The Gospels record just two of His 
utterances which bear directly on it. 
Before proceeding with them, how- 
ever, it seems necessary to point out 
that the case of the woman taken in 
adultery — so often appealed to by 
our opponents — is wholly irrelevant. 
The woman was an adulteress, not a 
murderess. Infliction of the death 
penalty in such instances belonged to 
the provisional civil statutes of the 
Jewish theocracy which God Himself 
finally abolished when the nation of- 
ficially rejected and crucified its 
King, and which was already in process 
of dissolution throughout the period 
of Jesus’ earthly ministry. To intro- 
duce this incident in evidence of our 
Lord’s supposed repudiation of capital 
punishment is therefore only to con- 
fuse and obscure the issue. 


In the Sermon on the Mount, which 
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constitutes the core of His ethical 
teaching, Jesus said, “You have heard 
that it was said by the men of old, 
‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills 
shall be liable to judgment.’ But I say 
to you that every one who is angry 
with his brother shall be liable to 


judgment.” The term “judgment” 
designates the local Jewish court which 
prosecuted murderers and punished 
them with death. Jesus sanctioned the 
institution, and then added that in 
the eyes of God the man who harbors 
malevolent anger in his heart towards 
another deserves similar treatment, 
even though earthly tribunals are un- 
able to deal with him thus. 


On the occasion of His arrest in 
Gethsemane, Jesus rebuked Peter for 
drawing a sword in His defence with 
the words, “Put your sword back into 
its place; for all who take the sword 
shall perish by the sword.” The re- 
buke is actually a quotation of God’s 
command to Noah, and in the original 
the verb “shall perish” is a future im- 
perative. Jesus declined defence by 
the sword because the appointed hour 
of His atoning death was at hand. 
But in the same breath He firmly as- 
serted that the sword, the ancient 
symbol of the civil magistrate’s power 
over life and death, has its rightful 
exercise in human society. It may not 
be seized on individual impulse, but 
those to whom it has been entrusted 
are to use it to bring murderers to 
their death. This saying is repeated 
in the Apocalypse, where the impera- 
tive sense of the verb is still more 
pronounced. The Apostle John writes, 
“If any one slays with the sword, with 
the sword MUST he be slain.” The 
principle is absolute and inflexible. 


It is true that non-vindictive exhor- 
tations often fell from the lips of 
Christ. But it is a strange logic 
which twists these to rule out capital 
punishment as un-Christian. They 
were plainly intended as directives for 
personal behavior. That does not 
mean that our Lord’s standards of in- 
dividual conduct have no relationship 
whatever to social ethics. But it does 
mean that they cannot be carried over 
into the social sphere without ap- 
propriate modification to a different 
ethical framework. The state has 
rights and responsibilities which do 
not belong to private citizens. While 
it is always wrong for an individual 
to take personal revenge on those who 
injure him, it does not follow from 
our Lord’s teaching that the state is 
void of punitive powers. On the con- 
trary, He proclaimed the duty of the 
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state to inflict appropriate penalties 
on violators of the commonwealth. In 
vengeance, He also affirmed the state’s 
obligation to execute murderers. It is 
impossible to interpret the ethics of 
Jesus faithfully if we refuse to pre- 
serve His own distinction between the 
individual and the social realms. 


IN THE EPISTLES 


As we should expect, the New Testa- 
ment apostles merely echo and elabo- 
rate on the germinal principles of 
Christ. The Apostle Paul touches on the 
subject of capital punishment in his 
classical exposition of political theory 
in Romans 13. He writes, “Let every 
person be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God. There- 
fore he who resists the authorities re- 
what God has appointed, and 
those who resist will incur judgment. 
For rulers are not a terror to good 
conduct, but to bad. Would you have 
no fear of him who is in authority? 


sists 


Common sense does not ask an im- 
possible chessboard, but takes the one 
before it and plays the game. — Wen- 
dell Phillips THE NEW DICTION- 
ARY OF THOUGHTS. 


Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, for he is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you 
do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain; he is the 
servant of God to execute His wrath 
on the wrongdoers.”’ 


The apostle maintains that all gov- 
ernment is of divine origin and has 
been established by God for the fur- 
therance of good and the suppression 
of evil. In the person of the civil 
magistrate, who as the administrator 
of strict justice is the servant of God, 
the state is invested with divine au- 
thority and is under divine compulsion 
to execute on sufficient provocation 
the extreme penalty of death. Paul 
again upheld capital punishment when 
at his trial before Festus he asserted 
that if he had committed a crime for 
which he deserved to die, he would 
not seek to escape execution. The Apos- 
tle Peter concurred with the viewpoint 


of Paul, for he too admonished his 
readers to “be subject for the Lord’s 
sake to every human institution, 
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whether it be to the emperor as su- 
preme, or to governors as sent by him 
to punish those who do wrong (death 
being the common penalty) and to 
praise those who do right.” 


Going a step further now, we want 
to inquire into the Biblical rationale 
for capital punishment. What are the 
reasons for inflicting so severe a pen- 
alty on the man who takes a human 
life? 


FOR THE PROTECTION OF 
SOCIETY 


In the first place, according to 
Paul God has armed the civil magis- 
trate with the sword for the benefit 
of society. Capital punishment is a 
protective device for law-abiding citi- 
zens, and in this respect functions in 
a twofold way. 


On the one hand, it serves as a 
forcible deterrent to wanton violence 
and moral anarchy. The apostle had 
this in mind when he said that rulers 
who have authority over life and death 
are a terror to evil conduct. Aboli- 
tionists generally deny this fact. They 
are quick to produce statistics which 
show that there has been no percep- 
tible increase, but sometimes a de- 
crease, in the murder rate where cap- 
ital punishment has been outlawed. 
But they prove too much. Numberless 
crimes never happen simply through 
fear of punishment, yet in the very 
nature of the case we have no access 
to the evidence. Furthermore, the re- 
straining power of capital punishment 
is often weakened through faulty and 
capricious enforcement. To take a 
typical example: the death penalty 
was abolished in Holland in 1870, but 
there were just two executions for 
murder in the preceding twenty years. 
Little wonder, then, if abolition caused 
no rise in the murder rate. 


If we are scrupulously honest with 
ourselves, every one of us will admit 
to instances in our own experience 
when fear of punishment curbed an 
impulse to evil and snatched us from 
the clutches of temptation. Maybe 
it was cheating on an exam at school, 
and we were held in check by fear of 
failure and expulsion. Maybe it was 
stealing a car, and we were hindered 
by the fear of arrest and payment of 
a fine. Maybe it was pulling a shady 
business deal, and we were turned 
aside by fear of scandal and eventual 
bankruptcy. Whatever the case, we 
all have felt the restraining influence 
of threatened punishment. And, as- 
suming the penalty is reasonably cer- 
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tain of execution, the greater its se- 
verity the greater its restraints. This 
is a simple psychological fact and, all 
arguments to the contrary notwith- 
standing, we accept it as true. It is 
valid to affirm that when strictly and 
consistently carried out, capital pun- 
ishment is a formidable deterrent to 
murder. Admittedly, external re- 
straints of this kind are grossly in- 
ferior to internal, spiritual motivations 
to pure goodness. Yet as long as man 
is a sinner living in a sinful world he 
cannot dispense with them. 


On the other hand, the death sen- 
tence prevents possible repetition of 
murder by a person who has once 
been convicted. 


Several weeks ago we were shocked 
to read about the case of Donald 
Hume, an Englishman. For lack of 
evidence he was convicted merely as 
an accessory to a ghastly murder 
which he actually committed, and sen- 
tenced to eight years in prison. On 
his release, knowing he could never 
again be prosecuted, he sold his lurid 
confession for $5,600. Then he 
staged a couple of bank holdups and 
fled to Switzerland. Recently, in the 
course of a bank robbery there, he 
shot and critically wounded a teller, 
and then killed a taxi driver who tried 
to block his escape. Because Switzer- 
land does not permit capital punish- 
ment, Hume was given life imprison- 
ment, with the possibility of release 
after fifteen years. 


We are not suggesting that, like 
Hume, all murderers will repeat their 
crime. But hands that have once shed 
blood are apt to do so again on suf- 
ficient provocation. Criminal behavior 
is notoriously unpredictable. And 
there is no sure method of detecting 
incorrigibles. Every time society al- 
lows a convicted killer to live it un- 
warrantably jeopardizes innocent peo- 
ple. Even life imprisonment, which 
most abolitionists also oppose, does 
not afford adequate protection. Many 
murderers have slain prison guards 
and escaped to bring death to other 
victims of their passion. What possible 
compensation can be offered for such 
monstrous injustice? The sixth com- 
mandment demands that we protect 
and preserve our own lives and the 
lives of our fellows. We do the very 
opposite when we fail to send a mur- 
derer to his death. 


THE SANCTITY OF 
PERSONALITY 


The second Biblical reason for capi- 
tal punishment is the sanctity of hu- 


man personality. God said to Noah, 
“Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 


shall his blood be shed: for in the 
image of God made He man.” 


We sometimes hear it said that hu- 
man life is sacred, but this is not a 
Scriptural doctrine. What the Bible 
teaches is that man himself is sacred. 
He is forever exalted above all other 
earthly creatures in that he came into 
being by an immediate creative act of 
God and was fashioned after the image 
of his Maker. Although in the fall 
from his original state that image was 
severely marred and defaced, it has 
not been entirely eradicated. The most 
depraved derelict who crawls the gut- 
ters of Skid Row bears the stamp of 
divinity on his soul. Man at his worst 
is still God’s deputy on earth whose 
dignity and authority brook no rival 
on this planet. Moreover, God has 
placed such a high estimate on human 
nature that He became incarnate in 


We make life hard for our children 
svhen we make it too easy. 


—Ruth Brunk Stoltzfus 
HER HEART AND HOME, 
Moody. 


Jesus Christ to redeem it and restore 
its faded glory. And by the sanctify- 
ing grace of His Holy Spirit He has 
consecrated it a shrine for His in- 
dwelling Presence. The contrast in 
the decree to Noah between the per- 
mission to slay animals for human 
consumption and the prohibition of 
homicide was intended to accentuate 
the sacredness of man. Jesus pressed 
home the truth still more poignantly 
when He said that even hatred and 
disdain for a fellowman render one 
liable to divine condemnation. Mur- 
der, however, is the crowning manifes- 
tation of utter contempt for man. Un- 
less punished by death it invariably 
has a demoralizing effect on society. 
The value of man is thereby insidiously 
reduced to that of a beast. 


is also an assault on 
God. By destroying one who bears 
the divine image the murderer re- 
veals his contempt, conscious or un- 
conscious, for the Deity Himself. He 
makes an insolent attempt to frustrate 


But murder 
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the divine plan and purpose for the 
life of another. With his unholy 
hands he seizes the reins of divine 
providence. He usurps the supreme 
prerogative of God who as Creator, 
Lord, and Judge of all men has the 
exclusive inherent right to terminate 
their existence here and dispatch them 
into eternity. 


For the enormity of his crime in re- 
lation to both man and God, the Bi- 
ble orders that the murderer be put 
to death. 


VINDICATION OF DIVINE 
JUSTICE 


The third and most important Bib- 
lical reason for capital punishment we 
shall consider is the vindication of 
divine justice. The Apostle Paul de- 
clares that when the civil magistrate 
wields his power of the sword he ex- 
ecutes the wrath of God on the wrong- 
doer. Divine wrath is simply divine 
justice in action. 


I suppose there is no quicker way 
for a preacher to make himself un- 
popular today than to talk about the 
justice of God. The less we hear 
about that, the better we like it. We 
have confined our view of Deity to a 
God who is infinitely gracious and 
longsuffering and abounding in mercy 
and pardoning love. This is the pop- 
ular concept of God, and it is by no 
means a fiction, else the Gospel would 
be no Gospel at all. But it is only 
one side of the truth, and by itself 
is extremely dangerous and deceptive. 
As surely as God is loving, He is also 
just. As the Psalmist put it, “Right- 
eousness and justice are the founda- 
tion of His throne.” In His perfect 
justice God punishes sin judicially 
both in this world and in the next. 


Now by nature and definition 
divine justice is always retributive. 
God requites every man according to 
his work. He deals out rewards and 
punishments exactly equivalent to the 
deed. When men of crime and vio- 
lence disrupt the divine order of so- 
ciety, God intervenes through His min- 
isters of justice whom He has appoint- 
ed to correct these disturbances by 
imposing proportional penalties on the 
offenders. In the purpose of God the 
punishment of evil is primarily neither 
reformative nor preventative, but retri- 
butive. If anyone objects to our in- 
sistence on the retributive justice of 
God, let him read again our Lord’s 
parables of the Unforgiving Servant, 
the Marriage Feast, the Wicked Hus- 
bandmen, and the Steward and the 


Servants, all of which strike this very 


note. Let him also recall that retri- 
butive justice, no less than redemptive 
love, lies at the heart of Christ’s aton- 
ing death on Calvary. For there, in 
His own body He suffered the full 
punishment for His people’s sin. 


With regard to murder, there is 
only one way whereby the justice of 
God can vindicate itself in the context 
of human society. That is by the ex- 
ecution of the killer. No lesser pen- 
alty will suffice, for the solitary equiv- 
alent of life is life itself. This is not 
to say that the murderer is beyond 
hope of eternal redemption. In mercy 
God may yet save his blood-stained 
soul. It is, in fact, our firm convic- 
tion that the pronouncement of the 
death sentence is far more apt to 
bring him to penitence and peace with 
God than leniency will ever do. But 
God’s mercy delivers from eternal and 
spiritual, but not usually, if ever, 
from temporal-physical penalties for 
sin. Even Christians die, and thereby 
suffer the final physical punishment 
for sin in this world. Whether the 
murderer obtains divine forgiveness 
and eternal life or not, he has for- 
feited his right to live in human so- 
ciety, and so on the principle of di- 
vine justice he must die. 


No one will dispute that capital 
punishment is a gruesome business. 
But then murder is more gruesome 
still. And according to the explicit 
teaching of the Word of God all mur- 
derers must be put to death. 


We therefore believe it is the solemn 
duty of every Christian to uphold the 
law of capital punishment. He must 
insist on its uniform enforcement 
without bias or favor. He must lend 
moral and electoral support to candi- 
dates for office in the criminal courts 
who are men of strictest integrity and 
will not be bought at any price. But 
he must also demand that utmost cau- 
tion be exercised in the trial and con- 
viction of murder suspects, that com- 
petent counsel for the defence be pro- 
vided, anc that no one be sentenced 
to death unless his guilt has been 
established beyond peradventure of 
doubt. And he must work diligently 
toward the construction of a Christian 
society from which murder and all 
the evils which give it birth will be 
banished forever by the irresistible 
force of our Savior’s law of love. 

*~ * ~ * * ~ 


Mr. Bodey is pastor of the Third 
Presbyterian Church, North Tona- 
wanda, New York. 
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Voice From The Past 


Dr. George Addison Baxter, Pro- 
fessor of Theology at Union Seminary, 
Virginia, 1831-41, writes of the type 
of ministers the Church must have 
if she is to be of greatest usefulness 
in the service of God: 


“We need men full of the Holy 
Ghost,—men who cannot rest while 
the Church is asleep; men who agonize 
in prayer for the prosperity of Zion; 
men who keep a close walk with God, 
and are importunate with Him con- 
tinually, for a present blessing on 
their labors for the conversion of sin- 
ners.” Truly if the Church had such 
a ministry in all her pulpits she would 
be far more effective than she is in 
the spread of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ. 


Dr. Baxter also speaks of the duty 
of the seminary to inculcate a love 
for the Confessional Standards of the 
Church: 


“The body of truth contained in the 
standards of our Church is substan- 
tially the same system of doctrine, 
which has pervaded, directed and ani- 
mated the sacred ministry at all times, 
in which the Church has enjoyed re- 
markable purity and prosperity, or 
contributed largely to the happiness 
of society. And if this institution 
(Union Seminary) could be made the 
instrument of spreading this truth ef- 
fectually through our land, I have no 
doubt, that, under God, fruits and 


consequences would arise, which could 
not only induce our contemporaries, 
but men of distant ages to pronounce 
it blessed. On this account I think 
it desirable that preachers trained in 
this Seminary, should be imbued with 
a cordial attachment to our Confes- 
sion of Faith. The Scriptures are an 
infallible guide; the creed is only the 
best exposition which a fallible Church 
could give of the Scriptures. As such, 
however, they must make it the bond 
of union in all their operations. It 
is therefore not only desirable but 
necessary that ministers of a Church 
should be imbued with a cordial at- 
tachment to its creed as the bond 
of its union.” 


Finally, Dr. Baxter speaks of the 
danger of a loose acceptance of the 
Confessions of the Church and of 
rejecting portions of it: 


“The creed of a Church cannot be 
broken up, or trampled under foot, 
without a complete destruction of its 
harmony as would ruin its useful- 
ness.” Certainly in days when our 
Church is revising and calling for 
further revisions of our Confessional 
Standards, we need to take heed to 
these warnings given by Dr. Baxter 
in his inaugural address as Professor 
of Theology at Union Seminary, be- 
fore the Board of Directors on April 
10, 1832. 


—Rev. Morton H. Smith 








A Christian and “Luck’”’ 


Not so long ago I met a man who 
said that he would refuse to sleep in 
a hotel room on the thirteenth floor 
and I was reminded of the extent to 


which the lives of people — even 
many people who call themselves Chris- 
tians — are governed by their ideas 


of “luck” and what they must do or 
not do to avoid “bad luck.” 


How many people do you know who 
are afraid of the number thirteen, or 
of black cats or of broken mirrors? 
How many carry rabbits’ feet or knock 
on wood or walk around a ladder 
standing against the wall? 


Of course such ideas are treated 
jokingly by many people, but others 
take them seriously and govern their 
lives according to their belief in them. 
There is only one word, of course, 


describing faith in such ideas: super- 
stition. And no Christian will let 
superstition govern his life. 


Anyone who can truly say, “The 
Lord is my light and my salvation, 
whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life, of whom shall I 
be afraid?” has the answer to supersti- 
tion. The Christian knows that there 
is no such thing as “luck”, either good 
or bad. There is only the Providence 
of God and our times are in His hands. 


If you are ever tempted to believe 
any superstition of any sort, let me 
suggest that you pray about it, ask- 
ing the Lord to deliver you from it. 
I can assure you that He will. 


—Rev. Wm. C. Cumming 
Hugo, Oklahoma 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville S. C. 


J. A. Ellison Mgor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mgor.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville S. C. 


R. P. Crumley, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co, 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mor.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mgor.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mogr.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 
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Deferred Justice 


“Because sentence against an evil 

work is not executed speedily, 
therefore the heart of the sons 
of men is fully set in them to do 
evil.” Eccl. 8:11. 


One of the most serious problems 
in America today centers in the large 
number of known criminals who are 
at large, having been permitted by the 
courts to take advantage of the law 
to an extent that often makes a com- 
plete mockery of law enforcement. 


As we hail this as evidence of the 
powers of our laws to “protect the in- 
nocent” the very reverse is taking 
place. Perverted justice, whether it 
stems from perverted judges, a faulty 
jury system, or illegal interpretations 





of the law itself, complicates and com- 
pounds the ills of our society. 


Interesting indeed that the writer 
of the book of Ecclesiastes should 
have seen in his day the folly of de- 
layed execution of justice and inter- 
preted this in terms of greater boldness 
to do evil on the part of those who 
break the law. 


America has been blessed by a num- 
ber of outstanding jurists down 
through the years. Some of these men 
have been giants in legal knowledge, 
integrity of heart and determination 
to execute their office with justice 
and dispatch. 


But there is another type of judicial 
mind to be found which looks for 
loop holes in the law; plays along 
with lawyers who (for their fees) 


—-—» 


EDIJOHIALS 


Good President 
Need Not Be 
Good Churchman? 


The recent action of the General 
Assembly refusing to object to the 
nomination of a Roman Catholic for 
President (Journal, May 25) leaves 
us feeling very lonely. Had the As- 
sembly declared that politics and elec- 
tions are not the concern of Church 
courts on the grounds that Christianity 
must not be identified with systems 
of government we might have under- 
stood. 


But the Assembly did not disclaim 
an interest in politics. It rather de- 
clared that we have no information 
leading us to expect any consistent 
pattern of political action by a Roman 
President, implying that it could see 
nothing in the prospect which would 
be incompatible with the traditions or 
the testimony of the Presbyterian 
Church. 


The Assembly thus joined the swell- 
ing chorus of those who claim that 
a man’s religion need not affect his 
politics. Mind you! The same As- 
sembly which declared that a Chris- 
tian cannot separate faith and prac- 
tice — cannot separate religion from 
social action — implied that there are 
no social or political implications in 
a President’s religion! 


In the realm of social practice, our 
Church has repeatedly been told that 
a Christian must behave in a manner 
consistent with his Christianity if he 
is a Christian. But our Church now 
hears that a Roman Catholic need not 
behave in a manner consistent with 
his Romanism if he is a Roman Cath- 
olic. 


The United States is a Protestant 
country. It was founded upon Prot- 
estant principles and its form of gov- 
ernment is the political expression of 
Protestant ideals. A Protestant not 
only has the right, he has the obliga- 
tion to assume that a Protestant will 
make the best head of state in this 
nation. 


A Roman Catholic either is or he 
is not a true son of his Church. If 
not, then his Church’s doctrines pre- 
sumably have no hold on him. If so, 
then presumably his Church’s doc- 
trines govern his thinking — and his 
actions. 


In our opinion, better an agnostic 
who believes in America’s Protestant 
political heritage, than a churchman 
who says he does not believe in, neither 
supports his Church’s teachings. 


We know one thing: we would think 
twice before we voted for a Presby- 
terian candidate who assured the peo- 
ple that they need not fear the in- 
fluence of Presbyterian doctrines in 
his political life. 


frustrate or delay justice; and who in 
some cases interpret the law with a 
latitude only possible through bias. 


It is not for the Church to become 
involved in these matters, but, it is 
the duty of Christians to work for 
honesty in the courts of our land. 
Unless the Christian concepts of la= 
and order, justice and protection, pun- 
ishment or freedom, is exercised in our 
judicial procedures there will continue 
an erosion of the moral life of our 
nation which will spell certain disaster. 


We pride ourselves on true justice. 
Let us be sure that where justice de- 
mands punishment such punishment 
shall not be deferred on one pretext 
or another until the criminal becomes 
the hero and the victim finds himself 
or herself the object of abuse and 
scorn. 


As of now we are in grave danger 
of this very thing. 
—L. N. B. 





Perverted Pity! 


The uproar here and abroad over 
the execution of Caryl Chessman is 
symptomatic of a situation which is 
giving many cause for deep concern. 


First of all Chessman was guilty 
of unspeakable crimes callous and per- 
sistent in their commission and so 
perverted in their details that no 
newspaper has ever dared print the 
facts. One woman who was forced to 
submit to these unnatural acts has 
been a patient in a mental institution 
ever since. 


In the second place Chessman was 
executed in punishment for his crimes 
but any deterrent effect of the punish- 
ment has been lost through making 
the criminal the hero while his many 
victims are forgotten. 


Residents of other states are amazed 
and confused at the preferential treat- 
ment received by Chessman during 
his twelve years of confinement. Why, 
many want to know, was he permitted 
so many visitors, press interviews and 
most of the privileges a hotel guest 
would receive? Why was his execution 
itself treated by prison officials as 
an opportunity for catering to morbid 
curiosity, public demonstrations and 
personal appearances over radio and 
TV by the warden and others? 


Furthermore, what kind of “justice” 
was furthered by the legal maneuver- 
ing which permitted a convicted crim- 
inal to delay his punishment for twelve 
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years? It is not the execution of a 
criminal which justifies the present 
protests but the miscarriage of legal 
processes which makes it possible for 
evil men to take advantage of undue 
and unjustified delays. 


Most ominous of all is the public 
reaction to the whole sordid mess. The 
type of crimes of which Chessman was 
guilty are increasing in frequency, but 
until they eventuate in actual murder, 
many of these offenders run loose. 
Then the law seems to protect the 
criminal more vigorously than it does 
the victim. 


Our social order is sick, very sick. 
We are more and more rationalizing 
sin and minimizing its cure. The 
Church is increasingly concerned over 
symptoms rather than causes. The 
pulpits only too often preach anything 
and everything but that the wages of 
sin is death—eternal death. The Gos- 
pel as revealed in the Scriptures is 
being rejected for another gospel 
which has neither the power to re- 
deem the individual nor the incentive 
to reform society. 


May God have mercy on us, awaken- 
ing a slumbering Church to her glori- 
ous calling and glorious message of 
salvation from sin through the cruci- 
fied and risen Lord! 

L.N.B. 





Protestants And 
The Confessional 


Symptomatic of the increasing em- 
phasis on form and ritual in Protes- 
tantism is the story on p. 4 about a 
Presbyterian minister who urges the 
use of the confessional in Protestant 
churches, declaring that such use 
would mark a “spiritual advance” in 
the Church. 


We are constrained to remark that 
the learned cleric’s knowledge of the 
Reformation is evidently limited. Cal- 
vin (and the others) tolerated private 
confessions but only because they had 
discovered that too abrupt a break 
with Roman practice often left the un- 
trained layman floundering in his pri- 
vate devotional life. 


In a letter to the English at Frank- 
fort, dated Jan 13, 1555, Calvin wrote: 
“In the Anglican liturgy, such as you 
describe it to me, I see many silly 
(ineptias) things that might be tol- 
erated. By this phrase I mean things 
that do not possess that purity which 
is to be finally desired. The faults, 
however, which cannot straitway be 






A Layman And His Church 


A VITAL DISTINCTION 


The U-2 flights over Russia (prob- 
ably 50 of them in four years) must 
be kept in the perspective of the ob- 
jective. 
entirely different matter from espion- 


Espionage for defense is an 


age for attack or aggression. 


America has not the remotest idea 
of attacking anyone. But we know 
that Russia’s avowed plan is to domi- 
nate the world and she unrelentingly 
furthers this plan by espionage, in- 
trigue, subversion and infiltration. 


The U-2 flights, about which Rus- 
sia has known for a long time, have 
been morally right, and realistic in the 
light of world conditions. The West- 
ern World has also known that Rus- 
sian passenger jets flying to Western 
Europe and England have been making 
photographs of strategic areas; in fact 
they have been warned for diverting 
flights over England to cross forbidden 
territory. 


What many do not know is that 
new infra-red photographic techniques 
make it possible for planes flying at 
normal commercial levels to take pic- 
tures in detail 500 miles in every di- 
rection. 


Khrushchev’s angry outburst in 
Paris probably stemmed from the fact 
that not until a U-2 plane developed 
mechanical trouble could they bring 
it down, showing up the vulnerability 
of his country; plus the fact that he 
has lost prestige at home and found 
himself in Paris with Gromyko on one 


corrected on the first day, if there 
lurks under them no manifest im- 
piety, may be endured for a time. 
Thus it is lawful to begin from such 
rudiments ... (but) aim at something 
purer’’. 


It has been our observation that 
only as the inner power generated by 
a personal knowledge and experience 
of the Lord Jesus Christ is diminished 
or unknown does the emphasis tend 
to fall on outward ceremony and form. 
The large migration from the Meth- 
odist ministry to the Episcopal min- 
istry (an established fact) suggests to 
us (a personal opinion) that the weak- 
er the inner spirit, the stronger the 
inclination to depend on external Au- 
thority. 
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side and Malanovsky on the other, with 
an official Soviet stenographer taking 
down every work he said. 


The preliminary handling of news 
of the downing of Powers’ U-2 was 
poorly handled by the State Depart- 
ment. The subsequent frank state- 
ments of Secretary of State Herter and 
President Eisenhower were commend- 
able. 


The point Christians need to remem- 
ber is that a genuine desire for peace 
led our President to the summit meet- 
ing. At the same time our govern- 
ment was wisely learning everything 
possible about our known enemy. 


Most of all we should recognize 
that God may have conferred on us 
one more chance by permitting the 
summit conference to fail. In the 
opinion of many any summit meeting 
is a mistake. They have always been 
taken advantage of by Russia for her 
own ends. This continued dealing 
with a nation devoted to the destruc- 
tion of world freedoms continues to 
play into their hands. 


Collapse of the summit is nothing 
like as serious as a collapse of the 
moral and spiritual base which comes 
from faith in and dedication to the 
sovereign God of the universe. 


The second Psalm is relevant for 
our day. Both the Base and the Sum- 
mit must own Him as Lord before 
there can be peace. L. N. B. 











Almighty Affirmation 





“CALL UNTO ME, AND | WILL ANSWER THEE, AND SHOW THEE GREAT 
AND MIGHTY THINGS , WHICH THOU KNOWEST NOT" 66 37 2 
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SUNDAY SC 
CSS 


LESSON FOR JUNE 19, 1960 
Beariug Good Fruits 


Bible Material: Matthew 7:15-23; 25:31-46; Luke 13:6-9; 
Genesis 1:1-11 


Devotional Reading: John 15:1-11 


“Only God can make a tree”, and only God could 
have made the great variety of fruit trees which cover 
the earth. “And God said, Let the earth bring forth 
grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yield- 
ing fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself, upon 
the earth; and it was so. And the earth brought forth 
grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the 
tree yielding fruit, whose seed is in itself, after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good”. Think of what we 
would all miss if God, in His love for His creatures, 
had not made the fruit trees! We enjoy the delicious 
fruit and sometimes forget Who gave it to us. 


All through the Bible we have men compared to 
fruit. The Happy Man of Psalm | is like a tree plant- 
ed by the rivers of water that bringeth forth his fruit 
in his season. Isaiah compares Israel to a vineyard 
on a very fruitful hill. God expected fruit — good 
fruit — from the vineyard, but it brought forth wild 
grapes. The man in the parable expected figs from 
his fig tree. He was terribly disappointed when it 
brought forth nothing but leaves. God made man in 
His own image, in knowledge, righteousness and holli- 
ness, and had a right to expect him to bring forth good 
fruit. Sin has so wrought in men’s hearts, however, 
that we find the “works of the flesh” instead of “the 
fruit of the Spirit”. It is only when a man’s heart is 
changed that he can bear good fruit. 


In our Devotional Reading from John 15:1-11 we 
have Jesus emphasizing this thought of fruit-bearing. 
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 
Every branch in me that beareth not fruit he taketh 
away: and every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit. He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Herein is 
my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit: so shall 
ye be my disciples. These things have I spoken unto 
you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your 
joy might be full.” 


He wants to see us bearing fruit, more fruit, much 
fruit; for in so doing we will glorify the Father and 
also fill our lives with joy. The fruitful life is the joy- 
ful life. We can only bear fruit as we abide in Him. 
Cut off from the vine we die. Our life depends upon 
our union with Him and so does our fruitfulness. It is 
well for us to take a good look at ourselves and see if 
we are bearing fruit to the glory of God. As we study 
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this lesson may we let the Holy Spirit search our 
hearts and see if we are bearing the sort of fruit which 
will bring glory to God and joy to our own hearts. 


I. Testing False Prophets: Matthew 7:15-20 


“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves”. If Satan is like a roaring lion, walking about 
seeking whom he may devour, then it is not strange 
that his representatives, the false prophets, should be 
compared to “ravening wolves” — for both are like 
wild beasts. Here is bad fruit. Satan comes sometimes 
as an “angel of light” and these false prophets dress 
like the true prophets. They are fond of the “clerical 
garb” and use it a great deal. There have been, and 
are today, many of these false prophets. Jesus warns 
His disciples about them. Paul tells the Ephesian 
elders, “For I know this, that after my departure shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the 
flock. Also of our own selves shall men arise, speak- 
ing perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. 
Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one night and 
day with tears”. 


Jesus, in His messages to the Seven Churches, warns 
the churches in Pergamus and Thyatira especially 
against false teaching and false prophets and prophet- 
esses, for some are women, of whom the wicked Jeze- 
bel is a type. False prophets plagued Israel, and tried 
to withstand the real prophets. False prophets have 
been, and are, a plague to the church. 


How are we to tell the false from the true? The 
two often look alike and talk in similar language. Jesus 
says that if it were possible, they would deceive the 
very elect. Many people are being deceived today. 
Some of these false religions are getting to be recog- 
nized in lists of Christian churches. In our country 
where religious freedom is stressed, it is easy for these 
“Isms” to thrive. We have even imported some from 
heathen lands. 


Jesus gives us a very simple test: “Ye shall know 
them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, 
or figs of thistles? . . . Wherefore by their fruits ye 
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shall know them”. When we are confronted by one 
of these false prophets, or asked to accept false teaching 
there are several ways of examining them and their 
doctrines, and I wish us to think of some of these ways. 


1. We can look at their character. We may look at 
the prophet or prophetess and ask some pertinent ques- 
tions like the following: What sort of persons are 
they? Are they pure in life and conduct, or impure; 
moral or immoral? How would a Jezebel stand such 
a question? Are they humble or proud? Most false 
prophets like to put on a “big show”. Are they selfish 
and covetous, seeking to get all the money they can, 
or are they self-sacrificing and generous, giving them- 
selves and all they have? Are they seeking to glorify 
self, or God? We will see the fruit somewhere in their 
lives. By it we can know what sort of people they are. 
If they are bad then we know they are false prophets. 
Surely we can tell a rotten apple when we see one, 
even if we have to bite it to see! These false prophets 
are bad people and their beastly nature will show 
somewhere no matter how they try to hide it under 
sheep’s clothing. 


2. what do these 


We can look at their teaching: 
false prophets say? By their words we must judge 
them. Here we have a standard by which we can 
find out whether they teach the truth or not: “Thy 
Word is Truth.” There is God’s law and testimony. 
Like the Bereans we can “search the Scriptures” to see 
if what they say is true or false. 


What do they say about the Bible itself? Do they 
accept it as the inspired Word of God, the only rule 
of faith and practice, or do they say it is a mere man- 
made book? Do they try to put some other book, some 
other authority in its place? Do they preach and teach 
the Word of God? What do these prophets say about 
God? Do they accept what the Bible teaches as to 
God being Three Persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit? 
Do they preach Christ as the Son of God and honor 
Him along with the Father? Do they believe in the 
Virgin Birth of our Lord? Do they preach Christ as 
dying for our sins according to the Scriptures and rising 
from the dead? How are we saved, according to them? 
By grace, or by works? What do they teach as to the 
future life? 


Now, in order to test their teaching, it will be neces- 
sary for us to know the great doctrines of the Bible. 
Jesus said that the Sadducees erred because they did 
not know the Scriptures nor the power of God. We 
can only answer these false prophets as we know the 
contents of the Bible. To be strong in the faith and 
not carried about by every wind of doctrine, we must 
know what we believe about the Bible and God and 
our Savior and the Way of Salvation. It is the part 
of wisdom in these latter days to be well grounded in 
the faith, for some of these false prophets are very pop- 
ular and they usually mix enough truth with their false- 
hood to make it all sound very much like the Gospel. 


3. We can look at the practical effects of false teach- 
ing. Just take a look at our world today. Where do 
we find culture and civilization and freedom and en- 
lightenment? Where are people prosperous and happy? 
Now, after making due allowance for all that is bad 
in our country and in Great Britain and Australia and 
some other countries, is it not true that when Protes- 


tant Evangelical Christianity predominates we have the 
most enlightened nations? Just compare the vast mil- 
lions of China or India or Russia or Africa with the 
people of the United States. Where do we find schools 
and colleges and hospitals and homes for the aged 
and for children? Where do we find a high standard 
of living? What has been, and is, the fruit of Protes- 
tant Christianity? Just take it as a whole and re- 
member that not even in our land nor in England 
has Christianity ever been practiced by all, or even a 
large majority of the people. No! False religions and 
false prophets do not produce good fruit in the na- 
tions of the world. There is a vast difference between 
a heathen nation and one like ours where we have the 
good fruit of the Christian Church. 


II. Testing our own lives by the Judgment Scene 
in Matthew 25:31-46 


It is well for us to test our own lives to see if they 
are bearing fruit, and here is a good place in Scripture 
against which to test them, for it speaks of sins of omis- 
sion: “Inasmuch as ye did it not”. Christianity does not 
mean just not doing evil; it means doing good. Are 
we doing the things Jesus speaks of here? Are we feed- 
ing the hungry, in body and in soul? Are we giving 
water, both a cup of cold water, and the Living Water 
to thirsty people? Are we taking the strangers in? We 
do not have a chance to do this as Eastern people had, 
but are we kind to strangers? Are we introducing them 
to Christ? Are we kind to the many foreign “strangers” 
who have sought refuge in our land? Are we clothing 
the naked? We have abundant opportunities for send- 
ing food and clothing to the needy of the earth. Are 
we visiting the sick? I can say from personal experience 
that the people of our community do visit the sick, for 
they visit me! Have we ever been to a prison to see 
someone and tried to get them to turn and be saved? 
Let us remember that we are to minister in His Name 
if we are His disciples. 


I had a lovely basket of fruit brought to me on my 
sick bed. It was delightful to look at and filled with 
luscious fruit of all sorts. I want to close our study 
with a “Basket of Fruit” which Paul offers us in Ga- 
latians 5:22,23. Compare it with the “works of the 
flesh” in verses 19-21 and you will see how beautiful 
it is. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance: against such there is no law’. May we 
taste and see how good this fruit is!) May we be fruit- 
ful unto every good work as we copy Him Who went 
about doing good. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 19, 1960 


Honor Thy Father 


Scripture—Exodus 20:12 and Mark 7:9-13 
Suggested Hymns— 
“For the Beauty of the Earth” 
“Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still” 
“My Jesus, I Love Thee” 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


The third Sunday of June in each year is known 
and observed as Father’s Day, and today is Father’s 
Day. The idea that fathers should receive honor is 
one of the basic teachings of the Bible. The duty 
required by the Fifth Commandment is that parents 
are to be honored. It is said that this commandment is 
the link which connects the two sections of the moral 
law. The first division of the Ten Commandments 
has to do with our duty to God, and the second division 
deals with our duty to men. Duty to parents stands 
between our divine and our human obligations. Our 
parents are human beings, but they are also God’s 
representatives to their children. The duty to honor 
our parents is a permanent obligation which cannot 
be fulfilled merely by observing Mother’s Day in May 
and Father’s Day in June. 


First Speaker: 


The honor which parents deserve has its foundation 
in the fact that parents ideally stand in the place of 
God to their small children. Parents may fall short 
of this standard, but it remains the ideal of parent- 
hood that they represent God to their children. Be- 
fore the infant can understand anything about God, 
he knows his human father as lawgiver, provider, con- 
troller, and lover. Parents reflect the character of 
God in their relation to their children. It ought to 
be the case that when a child comes to the years when 
he can hear and learn of God, he will realize that he 
has already seen the qualities of God’s character (wis- 
dom, righteousness, justice, love, etc.) in the life of 
his parents. 


The response which children should make to the 
parental government is loving obedience. The little 
child honors his parents by being obedient. Ideally 
this obedience will grow out of love and trust, and 
not out of fear. It must be remembered that we are 
talking about ideal relationships. The fact is that peo- 
ple, both parents and children, are sinners and do 
not measure up to the standards which God has set. 
Parents, even the best of them, do not perfectly re- 
flect the character of God. Even the best children 


YOUTH WORK 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


are not perfectly obedient. These are the goals to- 
ward which we live and work as parents and children. 


Second Speaker: 


With the coming of maturity to the life of a young 
person, the duty to be obedient to parents gives way 
to individual responsibility. It is an unnatural thing 
for a grown man or woman to be completely subject to 
his or her parents. As young people, we are living 
in the time of life when we still have an obligation to 
obey our parents in most things, but one in which we 
are increasingly responsible for our own conduct. It 
is the earnest desire of every Christian parent that his 
children will continue throughout life to follow the 
pattern of Christian behavior that has been given them 
in their early years. 


Even though the duty to obey our parents enters 
another phase, the obligation to honor them increases. 
The Bible makes it quite clear that we owe perpetual 
honor to our parents. After obedience no longer domi- 
nates the picture, godly people honor their parents by 
loving, respecting, and providing for them. Christ 
strongly condemned the people who excused their 
failure to provide for their aged parents by claiming 
to have dedicated their property to the service of God. 
Honoring parents, then, is a very practical way of 
serving God and doing His will. 


Third Speaker: 


Now that we are coming to the age when more and 
more we shall be responsible for our own conduct, 
how can we best honor our parents? Ideally, it is a 
very simple thing. The best parents, those who are 
well-pleasing to God, are Christian parents. The great- 
est honor that can come to them is for their children 
to be Christians. The parent who really loves Christ 
will count it his greatest joy and blessing when his 
children love Christ and serve Him with their whole 
hearts. The very best way of honoring our fathers 
on this Father’s Day is to be believers in Christ as our 
Savior and to genuinely practice the Christian life. We 
honor our earthly parents best when we honor our 

(Cont. on p. 17, Col. 2) 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search reprints of the original 
1879 revised editions of the famous bg Readers 





have been completed and you can purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 

Ist Reader .................$2.50 4th Reader .........$3.50 
2nd Reader ... ..-. $2.75 5th Reader cidiaiaianesieee 
3rd Reader $3.25 6th Reader —............$4.25 





OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-6, Rowan, lowa 








PAGE 14 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / JUNE 8, 1960 


















1S 


ers 


1al 





a a 




















gis POM tin. NN 


(Supplementary) 
CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY 


CHRIST THE UNIFYING CENTER 


July: . . . “Of Practical Christian Living” 
James 


The specific topic for this study is Practical Chris- 
tian Living and the Scripture is the book of James. 
To understand the book of James, one needs to re- 
member the nature of the Christian life—which can 
be compared to a garden. A garden, you know, is 
supposed to produce a harvest of good things. But 
I expect that every garden you ever saw was infested 
with weeds that seemed to come up spontaneously. 
The garden is for vegetables, but sometimes it seems 
to raise weeds more easily than it does vegetables. 
And in order to get the vegetables you want from 
the garden, you must contend with the weeds. So 
it is in practical, Christian living. 


Now I realize that just contending with weeds 
won't produce vegetables. We all understand that. 
We understand that you must break the soil, prepare 
the soil and then sow the seed. And whatever vege- 
tables you ultimately reap come from the seed that you 
sow. But the vegetables you want will never mature un- 
less you hoe the weeds out of the garden! 


A Christian’s heart is like a garden. To begin 
with, it is the new life in Christ planted within you 
that produces the “fruit” we call Christian living. 
It is the new life of God in you, activated by the Holy 
Spirit, that produces those products of the Spirit 
which are to the glory of God: Love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, meekness, self-control. 
These fruits of the Spirit are actually the glory of 
God in you. But you also have the old human na- 
ture hanging around and the old human nature with- 
in you runs to weeds. You don’t have to plant them. 
You’ve got them. You pick them up. . . why they 
just seem to come from everywhere. 


WEEDS MUST BE CUT OUT 


If you are going to live as a Christian, you are going 
to have to work on the weeds. I wonder if you have 
noticed, either in yourself or in other people, that 
somehow things never became so bad until you (or 
they) started going to church and started trying to 
be a Christian — and then it seemed that everything 
went wrong? Not only did everything go wrong, but 
your faults and your temptations became even harder 
to contend with than ever? 


When you begin walking with the Lord, and you 
begin bringing your life into harmony with the will 
of God, tensions are created within you. You no 
longer feel free to do the things you once freely did. 





—— en 
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You may still do the same old things, but you don’t 
feel so good about them any more. That’s the prob- 
lem with a great many people: they have just enough 
religion to make them miserable, so to speak. They 
don’t have enough to enjoy, just enough to keep 
them upset. They can no longer enjoy what they 
used to enjoy, but at the same time they don’t feel 
inclined to do the things they are supposed to do. 
A woman said to me once, “As far as my religion is 
concerned, it is just like a sore thumb: no good to 
me and forever getting in the way!” 


Because this is a common stage of development in 
the Christian life, James has written his little 
book. It is a sort of gardner’s manual. And 
I can tell you quite simply what his theme is: 
“Hoe ’em out! Hoe ’em out! Prune it off, cut it out!” 
When you read along in James you begin to get the 
impression that he is bearing down rather heavily 
on the negative note. But that is the way a gardner 
is, with a hoe in his hand. He’s just negative: he’s 
against the weeds and that is just all there is to it. It 
is very hard to be constructive when you are dealing 
with a weed! The only cure I know for them is to cut 
them out. 


UNNECESSARY BRANCHES MUST 
BE CUT OFF 


If you have an orchard, instead of a garden, you will 
know of another treatment that is constantly required: 
pruning. Whether your trees are peach trees, plum 
trees, apple trees or grapevines, you must prune. And 
when you prune your growing things, you not only 
cut out the dead branches, you also cut out superfluous 
living branches. 


One of the things about raising fruit is that any ordi- 
nary tree simply has too many branches. There isn’t 
enough root strength to support all of the fruit that 
a well-tended tree will try to grow. And in order to 
keep the trees strong and the fruit worthy, you must 
take the shears and ruthlessly cut off the superfluous 
branches, some of them fruit-bearing branches. 


The Lord Jesus used the figure of “pruning” with 
reference to spiritual experience (John 15:2). The 
principle is basic in Christian living. And this is why 
the Christian way of life is so different from the world’s 
way of life. It is the Christian way to cut out half of 
what you have been doing in order to do twice as 
well with the rest. 


When I begin to serve God, one of the first things 


that will happen is that I will become aware that 
there are many things that I may have been doing 
that are, humanly speaking, little more than weeds. 
This is not to say that they are bad, they are just weeds. 


A further word should be said at this point about 
the nature of weeds. A weed is simply a plant grow- 
ing in the wrong place. That is all. There is noth- 
ing immoral about a weed a dandelion just wants 
to be a good dandelion, that’s all it wants to be. And 
a thistle isn’t trying to be anything else but a thistle. 
The point is: you don’t want them in your garden! 
So you cut them out. 





In my Christian life, a thing need not be bad to be 
undesirable. Of course I will cut out all the really 
bad things, but then I will cut out some other things 
that are not really bad in themselves. You and I know 
that the reason why some people aren't active in the 
service of the Lord is because they are so active in 
everything else. They simply haven’t the time to do 
everything well, and too often they cut out things they 
might do for the Lord in order to have time for other 
things, when it should be the other way around. 


THE BOOK OF JAMES 


In the book of James, attention is given to things 
that get in the way of fruitful Christian living. There 
is no central theme, such as Justification by Faith or 
the Second Coming of Christ. There is only a run- 
ning commentary which can be interpreted generally 
like this: “When things appear that hurt or hinder 
your Christian life, cut them out, clip them off”. 


In Chapter 1, for instance, James begins, “My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers tempta- 
tions”! These temptations he is referring to are the 
weeds competing for growth within you: the interest 
you have in worldly things that would choke out your 
interest in heavenly things if you let them. James is 
saying, “Don’t feel badly about things that come up 

. don’t mind the weeds. Hoeing out the weeds will 
improve the soil! Your garden will be better for the 
hoeing process.” That's what he means when he says, 
“the trying of your faith worketh patience!” 


Let me remind you of something. Most people find 
it possible to mark the beginning of deeper spiritual 
benefits in their lives at the very point where they 
have cut out some worldly — superfluous — activity. 
I haven‘t the space to tell the whole story, but among 
the warmest memories I have of the pastorate are 
those I associate with a particular family who had been 
mostly inactive in church but who came to be among 
the strongest families we had. For a long while these 
people had been in the habit of staying up late Sat- 
urday nights playing bridge with friends. They never 
felt like getting up early enough to go to Sunday 
School on Sunday morning. But their little son be- 
came old enough to start to Sunday School and after 
giving the matter some thought, they decided to cut 
out the bridge on Saturday night in order to get 
to bed early for a good night’s sleep. For them the 
Saturday night’s activity was a “weed” that had to 
come out if they were to get their son to Sunday School. 
The result was a complete spiritual transformation 
within that family in time. 
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Follow the principle all through the book of James. 
In 1:5 he says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him 
ask of God”. If you don’t know for sure, in other words, 
which is the weed in your life and which is the good 
growth, then pray about it. God will lead you to the 
right decision. “But let him ask in faith, nothing 
doubting!” That is, be genuinely sincere in your de- 
sire to have the will of the Lord done in your life. 
For to be half and half is to get nowhere. 


In 1:12 we read, “Blessed is the man who endureth 
temptation ...” That is, happy is the person who 
goes through with the testing process to the point that 
he actually cuts out the weeds. Blessed is that person 
who keeps at the weed-hoeing task; he will reap a 
harvest. And, “Let no man say, when he is tempted, 
I am tempted of God!” In other words, don’t blame 
God for the weeds. Don’t say, “I don’t know why God 
did this to me”. He didn’t do it to you. You did it 
to yourself. 


CHRISTIAN ACTION PRESUPPOSES 
CHRISTIAN EXPERIENCE 


Now in 1:18 we read, “Of His own will begat He 
us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kind 
of first-fruits of His creatures’. That is to say, the 
weeding process presupposes the presence of new life 
which is trying to grow. James believed in being born 
again: begotten of God. It is only with the life of 
God in you, prompting you to reach upward that you 
effectively deal with the life of man in you prompting 
you to go in the way of man. Then, as a Christian, 
you exercise discrimination in your choices. Some 
things you are prompted to do and you feel like doing 
in this world aren’t worth it. You cut them out. On the 
other hand, things you feel like doing as unto the 
Lord are worth it. These constitute the fruit — the 
others are the weeds. 


1:21: “Wherefore, lay apart all filthiness and super- 
fluity of naughtiness and receive with meekness the 
ingrafted Word which is able to save your souls.” In 
our language this would mean, lay aside the old hu- 
man nature and receive the new life which comes 
through the Word . . . but be sure you actually do this 
for otherwise in James’ word you will only be fooling 
yourself. 


1:27: “Pure religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction and to keep oneself unspotted from 
the world”. I would call your attention to the fact 
that James is the only New Testament writer to use 
the word “religion”. In the context of his letter he 
does not mean that “total religious experience” con- 
sists in doing good deeds, but that a genuine religious 
experience of faith in Jesus Christ leads to the prac- 
tice of religion in fruitful ways. The vegetables you 
will have in your garden, as a Christian, will be these: 
kindness and thoughtfulness towards others and free- 
dom from bondage to the things of the world. 


Won’t You 


Tell or Write Someone Else 
About These Helpful 
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The rest of the book is given over to the details of 
the task itself. In the second chapter a “weed” that 
is mentioned is the human tendency to pay special at- 
tention to prominent people as the world measures 
prominence. ‘The spiritual tendency will be to re- 
gard people that are saved. 


In the third chapter there is something about the 
human tongue. But James is not simply talking about 
the words and phrases that characterize our speech, 
for language is only a reflection of our thoughts and 
of our attitudes. When he says, “The tongue is a fire, 
a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our mem- 
bers”, etc., he is particularly referring to our thoughts. 
It is when our thoughts run rampant that they do us 
harm. When our tongue slips and we say something 
we later regret, it is not just a physical organ which has 
run wild but rather our hearts that have not been 
obedient to Christ. 


3:13-18 suggests how we can acquire the right mental 
attitude: “The wisdom that is from above is first 
pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be en- 
treated . . .” Here is the real fruit we should seek to 
grow and it comes from above. It is—you will notice— 
first pure. 


Thus, in the cultivation of desirable things and the 
elimination of undesirable things in Christian living, 
Christ, again, is the unifying center. 

* * * * * 

Dr. Gutzke is Professor of English Bible at Columbia 
Seminary. This study is also available on tape. Write: 
The Bible For You, Inc., Box 8395, Station F., Atlanta 
6, Ga. Ask for No. 244. (4 lessons on each tape, $3.00. 
Set of three, Nos. 243, 244, 245... $9.00) . 





YOUTH PROGRAM—from p. 14 


heavenly Father. If our parents do not consider this 
kind of life an honor and a blessing, then the fault 
is not with us but with them. The best service that 
can be rendered a non-Christian parent is to pray that 
he will come to know and love Christ. 


Fourth Speaker: 


It has been pointed out many times that the Fifth 
Commandment is the only commandment of the ten 
with the promise of a blessing. It is the only one which 
offers a reward for its keeping. “Honor thy father 
and thy mother: that thy days may be long upon the 
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.” This 
promise of reward is not arbitrary but very reasonable. 
Individuals who are brought up in an environment 
of love, respect, and order, who honor their parents 
and love God will naturally have the kind of habits 
and attitudes which tend to long life and happiness. 
On the other hand, people who grow up without these 
wholesome, stable influences are likely to have habits 
and attitudes which lead to strife and shortened days. 
Not only individuals, but society is rewarded by keep- 
ing this commandment. Wherever parents hold high 
standards and enjoy the obedience and respect of their 
children, we have a strong, stable society. On the other 
hand, the breakdown of parental honor always results 
in social and national decline and decay. 


When we honor our parents we are not only doing 
what God desires, but we are insuring our own happi- 
ness and the strength of our society. 


Closing Prayer. 
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BELHAVEN LEADERS 
INSTALLED 


JACKSON, Miss. — Student leaders 
at Belhaven College for 1960-61 were 
installed at ceremonies on May 5. This 
was the traditional May Day which 
saw the coronation of Roxann Cox as 
May Queen and the installation of 
Student Council officers for next year. 
Gaynor Phillips of Jackson, La., presi- 
dent of this year’s junior class, was 
chairman of events for the day. Miss 
Virginia Hoogenakker of the music 
faculty was faculty chairman. 


Student council officers and their 
positions are: Tom Maynor, Mont- 
gomery, Ala., president; Alyce Ches- 
ser, Oneonta, Ala., vice-president; 
Glenda Walker, Jackson, Miss., secre- 
tary; Clarice Townes, Grenada, Miss., 
treasurer; Ann Mangum, Waynesboro, 
Miss., B.C.A. president; Alma Bennett, 
Starksville, Miss., S.A.O. president; 
Helen Sloop, Brazil, senior class presi- 
dent. 


MISSIONARY NAMED 
MODERATOR OF CONGO 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


LAKE MUNKAMBA, Belgian Congo 
— (RNS) — An American missionary, 
the Rev. David A. McLean, has been 
named moderator - elect of the Synod 
of the Presbyterian Church of Congo. 
He will serve as moderator of the 
African Church in 1961-62. 


A minister of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. (Southern), Mr. 
McLean was one of four nominees for 
the top post in the Church, which be- 
came autonomous early this year. The 
other three candidates were Congolese. 
Mr. McLean was nominated and elect- 
ed by the Commissioners of the Synod. 


Formerly called the “Church of 
Christ in Congo,” the name was 
changed at a March meeting of the 
Synod to “Presbyterian Church in 
Congo.” Membership of the Church 
crosses native tribal lines. 
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MONTREAT INAUGURATES 
PRESIDENT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — The inaugu- 
ration of Dr. Calvin Grier Davis as 
President of Montreat - Anderson Col- 
lege was an event of the Commence- 
ment exercises on May 30. Dr. Davis 
had been serving as President since 
October, 1959, when he came to Mon- 
treat from the pastorate of the First 
Church, Asheville, and was a member 
and past chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of Montreat College. 


Dr. Davis will be inaugurated as 
President of the Mountain Retreat As- 
sociation in services during the Bible 
Conference in August. He and Mrs. 
Davis have recently moved into the 
new President’s home on Virginia Rd., 
in Montreat. 


Dr. Oliver Cromwell Carmichael, 
Consultant for the Ford Foundation, 
was the speaker for the Commence- 


ment and Inaugural service. Eighteen 
students received the Associate in Arts 


and Science degrees. The Bacca- 
laureate Sermon was preached May 
29, by Dr. Roy E. Watts, pastor of 
the First Church, High Point, N. C. 





N. C. SYNOD SCHEDULED 


RALEIGH, N. C. — The 147th An- 
nual Meeting of the Synod of North 
Carolina will be held in Greenville, 
June 14-15, 1960. Representatives 
will be entertained at East Carolina 
College, where all sessions are to be 
held. The host church is the First 
Church, Greenville. 


Dr. Chester Alexander, pastor of 
the First Church, Burlington, is the 
retiring moderator. 


—Rev. Harold J. Dudley, S.C. 





STUDENT CENTER DEDICATED 


CULLOWHEE, N. C. — (PN) — 
The Presbyterian Center at Western 
Carolina College here was dedicated 
recently to serve the 130 Presbyterians 
enrolled at the college. 


The Rev. D. P. McGeachy, III, pas- 
tor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Gainesville, Ga., preached the dedi- 
catory sermon. The house which is 
now the Center was purchased in 1956 
by the nearby Sylva Presbyterian con- 
gregation while Mr. McGeachy was 
pastor there and director of the stu- 
dent work at the college. 





NEW HOSTESS AT PC 


CLINTON, S. C. — Mrs. George 
W. Taylor will return as a member 
of the Presbyterian College staff next 
September after spending the past sev- 
eral years as a missionary to Brazil, 
President Marshall W. Brown an- 
nounced today. 


He said Mrs. Taylor, who served 
in the PC business office from 1943 
to 1956, will become hostess of the 
Douglas House student center. 


She is to succeed Mrs. E. H. Hall, 
who has retired after 17 years of 
gracious service in this capacity. Mrs. 
Hall joined the college staff in 1943. 


Her recent work marked Mrs. Tay- 
lor’s second tour of duty in Brazil. 
She first went to the mission field 
with her husband, the late Dr. George 
W. Taylor, in 1919. After his death 
in 1936, she returned to this country 
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and later joined the staff of the PC 
business office. Here she spent the next 
13 years, most of them as college 
bursar, and saw all four of her chil- 
ren attend Presbyterian College. 





FLORIDA COLLEGE 
PLEDGED MILLION 


ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. — Florida 
Presbyterian College has passed the 
million dollar mark in its current drive 
among the state’s Presbyterian 
churches for $2.5 million. 


The campaign, which started May 
1 was to have ended in June. The 
funds already pledged, added to the 
$2.7 millions raised by St. Petersburg 
citizens puts the college drive total 
near the $4 million mark — not count- 
ing the valuable waterfront campus- 
site on Boca Ciega Bay. 





YOUNG PEOPLE RESPOND, 
CHURCH GROWS 
OAKWOOD, Va. — The Oakwood 
church, long a struggling congregation 
of some three dozen members, has re- 
cently experienced an outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, upon the faithful de- 
votion of pastor and people. Eight 
fine young people (about half college 
students and half high school seniors) 
have dedicated their lives to full-time 
Christian service or have already en- 
tered upon such service; and thirty 
new members were added within the 
past year upon Profession of Faith 
alone, nearly doubling the member- 
ship for a present total of 91. 


For a number of years having con- 
ducted all its activities in a single, 
basement room, the congregation has 
now taken steps to construct an edu- 
cational building and sanctuary. The 
Rev. Paul W. Gess is the pastor. 





COMMUNICATION WORKSHOP 


EMORY UNIVERSITY, Ga. — Min- 
isters will learn to plan and produce 
radio and television programs, write 
and deliver more effective sermons 
and in general to make skillful use of 
mass communications this summer at 
Emory University. 


The occasion will be the third an- 
nual workshop on the Art of Preaching 
and Mass Communications sponsored 
by the E. Stanley Jones Institute of 
Communicative Arts and Emory Uni- 


versity June 21 through July 7. 
Each clinics 


afternoon laboratory 
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from 3 to 5 p. m. will provide experi- 
ence in the special interest of the 
minister. There will be clinics in writ- 
ing, speech, radio and television pro- 
duction and a pulpit clinic. 


Those interested in radio will use 
the facilities of the Protestant Radio 
and Television Center. Students of 
television will use video-tape equip- 
ment and other facilities of Atlanta’s 
educational television station. 


During the morning hours ministers 
will hear lectures on “The Nature of 
the Church and Political Concerns” 
by Dr. E. Clinton Gardner and guest 
speakers. 


Four quarter hours of academic 
credit are available if the participant 
is working toward a degree in any 
college, seminary or university. Costs 
will be about $100 including room and 
meals. Some scholarships are avail- 
able. Further information can be ob- 
tained from Dr. G. Ross Freeman, 
Bishops Hall, Emory University, At- 
lanta 22, Ga. 





LOCAL MISSIONS 
CONFERENCE HELD 


AIKEN, S. C. — A World Missions 
Conference was held at Grace Church 
on April 10-11. The Rev. and Mrs. 
W. T. Dowling of the East Brazil 
Mission and Dr. and Mrs. Richard 
Stewart of Augusta were guest mis- 
sionaries. Good attendance was noted 
for both days, and one young person 
committed her life to mission service. 
The Session went on record as work- 
ing toward partial support of a mis- 
sionary family, as a result of this con- 
ference. The Rev. S. G. Andreason is 
the pastor. 








and your will 
will live 


Consider Christian Education 


6 Write: Executive Department 





Board of Christian Education 
Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 
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MINISTERING TO MILLIONS, by 
Stuart R. Oglesby. Board of Church 
Extension, Altanta, Ga. 112 pp. $1.00. 


The Church Extension study book 
for 1960 focusses on the problems as- 
sociated with the urban Church, in 
recognition of the fact that the move- 
ment today is towards the cities and 
the largest growth in our denomina- 
tion is taking place in city churches. 


Dr. Oglesby writes out of wide ex- 
perience in urban church work and a 
ministry conspicuous in its testimony 
of the place and service of a “down- 
town” church. The book deals help- 
fully with such problems as the estab- 
lishment and nurture of new urban 
and suburban churches, with what hap- 
pens when the social complexion of 
residential areas changes, with “gray” 
areas and “inner city” areas and with 
church work in areas of spectacular 
growth. 


Special problems are faced candid- 
ly and helpfully. It is recognized that 
“there is some danger of the suburban 
church becoming a religious club” and 
“superficiality is the biggest over-all 
problem we face’’. 


Studied prayerfully, this book should 
bring a real blessing. 


—G. Aiken Taylor 





A ROMAN CATHOLIC IN THE 
WHITE HOUSE, by James A. Pike. 
Doubleday and Company, New York. 
143 pp. $2.50. 


The author of this small but timely 
volume is well qualified to discuss the 
legitimate concern which is felt by 
many in our country as to the possi- 
bility of the election of a Roman Cath- 
olic as President. Now the Bishop of 
the Episcopal Diocese of California, 
he was a political science major in 
college, a lawyer, a member of the 
armed forces, and taught for six years 
at Columbia University Law School on 
Church - State relations while Dean 
of the Cathedral of St. Jqhn the Di- 
vine in New York. Furthermore, he 
was brought up in the Roman Cath- 
olice Church, which gives him an un- 
usual insight and understanding of its 
views. 


The book is entirely free from anti- 





Romanist intolerance or bigotry. His 
prime concern is that voters do not 
condemn a candidate purely on the 
basis of his religious beliefs, but shall 
form their opinion upon an intelligent 
understanding of the issues involved. 
His intention, admirably carried out, 
and his spirit, shown throughout, are 
expressed in the opening words of the 
final chapter: 


“Because of the nature of the issue 
itself, there will be many who will 
dissent from one or another of the 
points made in this book. This is as 
it should be. But we devoutly hope 
that no reader will say to his friends 
that because of this book he will not 
vote for a Roman Catholic for Presi- 
dent. The most that he can honestly 
say, if he has read the book carefully, 
is that he has weighed into his total 
decision the views of Presidential can- 
didates on Church and State issues 
and that he is prepared to vote for or 
against a particular American citizen 
for the Presidency.” 


This scholarly, documented, dispas- 
sionate discussion should be read by 
every voter in the exercise of his 
reasonable citizenship. 


—James Sprunt, D.D. 
Staunton, Va. 





FAITH IS THE VICTORY, by E. 
M. Blaiklock. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids. 64 pp. 
$2.00. 


This is a short, original study of 
The First Epistle of John. The au- 
thor’s inspired pen causes John, sur- 
vivor of the 12 disciples, to live again. 
He presents the once fiery “Son of 
Thunder” as a mellowed Apostle of 
Love. Through faith and service to 
Christ he has earned the title “Father 
of the Family of Faith.” In old age 
he is seen using his waning strength 
to write for posterity the fourth Gos- 
pel and his 3 Epistles. He longed for 
men to see Christ as Son of God, and 
God as Light and Love. John assured 
believers that Faith is the Victory 
over the World with its antagonism 
toward Christ. His guidance in dis- 
cerning false intellectualism, and the 
work of Anti-Christ, are relevant to 
Christianity today which faces the 
same perils and pressures that plagued 
believers of old. He alerted Christians 
to the nearness of God and to Christ’s 
service as an advocate with God. The 
author of this study sees the need of 
the same alerting and assurance today. 
He warns that the same Anti-Christ is 
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busy again in the world today. He 
states, “At times, as in the case of 
John’s perverters of Christian truth, 
error comes in the guise of enlighten- 
ment, arrayed for the deception of 
the very elect. Those of us who have 
seen the wave of liberal theology pass 
through and almost drown the Church, 
pay its contribution to the spiritual 
breakdown of this century, and leave 
a wrack of ruin in its train, know 
what John meant.” 


This valuable, small Commentary, 
possessing not one trite paragraph, is 
a must in the pastor and teacher’s 
library. 





Mrs. C. J. Knapp 
Moultrie, Georgia 





WANTED: Foreign Language teacher 
with Christian outlook who can also 
teach one of the following: English, 
Bible, or remedial reading. Address: 
Rabun - Gap Nacoochee School, 
Rabun-Gap, Ga. (6 miles N. of 
Clayton.) 





S.0.S.—We can use in Brazil your old 
16mm movies. If you have any used 
16mm movies (cartoons, cowboy or 
comedies—silent or sound) we can 
use them in our work along the 

Amazon River. Please send them 

(before July 15) to: Rev. Jon Crow, 

228 South 88th St., Birmingham 6, 


Alabama. 





THE Lorp Is WorKING 
in the Hoty LANpD 






3 ‘ ~~ i al. 4 
Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and General 

Director, with two of our orphans 

Our obligations to needy children 

increase. 

Conditions there are the Lord’s chal- 

lenge for your cooperation, prayers 

and help. 

“WHO WILL BE THE LORD'S 

HELPING HANDS?” 

HEADQUARTERS: 


The American European 
Bethel Mission, Inc. 

252 N. Dillon St. 
Les Angeles 26, California 


Dept. SP 








MINISTERS 


Ronald A. Wilkins, II, from Alto, 
La., to graduate work, Austin, 
Texas. 


Leroy V. Secrest, from Kendall, 
Fla., to Wiggins, Miss. 


J. Earl Adkins, from Sumter, S. C., 
to the Edgewood church, Sanford, 
N. C. 


Walter D. Arnold, from Loris, S. 
C. to the Central church, Athens, 
Ga. 


Daniel D. Dickenson, Jr., formerly 
of Lexington, Va., has become an 
assistant in the Educational Depart- 
ment of the Board of World Mis- 
sions, Nashville, Tenn. 


A. R. Cates (H.R.), from Blounts- 
town, Fla., to Black Mt., N. C. 


Frank A. Brown, former missionary 
to the Far East, is on a trip visiting 
his sons and their families, active 
missionaries in Korea and Japan. 


Thomas G. Kay, from Wiggins, 
Miss., to the Westminster church, 
Jackson, Miss. 


W. C. Kennicutt, from Lagrange, 
Mo., to Crocker, Mo. 


W. R. Harbison, Knoxville, Tenn., 
to the Rural Retreat and Seven Mile 
Ford churches in Abingdon Presby- 
tery. 


J. Watt Jeffries, Knoxville, Tenn., 
will begin a new work for Win- 
chester Presbytery in Hagerstown, 
Md. 


Henry Edward Morren’s correct ad- 
dress is Rt. 2, Hattiesburg, Miss. 


Graham Gordon, from Richmond, 


Ky., to Lexington, Ky. 

Robert W. Gray, Mullins, S. C., will 
move to the Black Mountain, N. C., 
church, in June. 
Daniel A. McNeill, 


Stated Supply, 
Houston, Tex. 


(H.R.), from 
DeRidder, La., to 


J. A. McQueen, from Salem, Oregon, 
to Fulton, Mo. 





RECOGNITION 


Vernon A. Crawford, St. Petersburg, 
Fla., will be honored with the Doc- 


tor of Divinity degree by Westmin- 
ster College, Fulton, Mo., at grad- 
uation exercises. 





LETTERS 


“RADIO AND RELIGION” 
EDITORIAL 


It was with real sadness that I read 

your editorial, “Radio and Religion” 
(April 13). I have been reading the 
Journal for some time and recognize 
that you are not sympathetic to the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. Quite nat- 
urally, I cannot argue with your desire 
to hold this point of view . . . I be- 
lieve, however, that it is one thing to 
hold such a view and another to give 
out misleading information which 
tends to create prejudice and bias . 
I have worked very closely with Dr. 
S. Franklin Mack, the Executive Di- 
rector of the Broadcasting and Film 
Commission, both before and after the 
statement referred to in your edi- 
torial. At no time did the Broadcast- 
ing and Film Commission want to vest 
the guidance and control of religious 
broadcasting in itself. As a matter of 
fact, it has consistently denied any 
such desire. The BFC has, further- 
more, advised local councils to avoid 
making recommendations even when 
asked for advice by radio stations. 


—Paul A. Hopkins 
Evangelical Foundation, 
Inc. 

Philadelphia, Penna. 





PROBLEM OF COMMUNICATION 


Your article, “How Does The Gos- 
pel Change People’ (May 11) is a 
clear and faithful presentation on this 
vital issue. The truth, as you present- 
ed it, needs surely to be applied more 
than ever in the field of Evangelism 
and Christian Education. 


—(Rev. C. R. Tapp 
Summerville, S. C. 


The issue as to the way the Gospel 
is communicated is, in our opinion, 


the most vital in religion today.—Ed. 





“THE KREMLIN SMILES” 
EDITORIAL 


I was so giad to read “The Kremlin 
Smiles” (April 13). I only hope you 
can continue to remind the Christian 
people of the danger of Communism 
. .. I subscribe to the American Mer- 
cury which continually warns its read- 
ers that we are constantly in danger 
from the enemy. The truth is alarm- 
ing ... Please keep reminding us of 


the danger we are in. We must con- 
tinually fight for our freedom. 


—(Miss) Frances K. Gunter 
Charleston, W. Va. 





NOT IMPRESSED 


I received your gratis copies of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal and 
read them diligently while I was pre- 
paring to be a commissioner to the 
Assembly. I did so because I felt duty 
bound to consider the viewpoint of 
your paper... For your information 
I was not impressed .. . Now that the 
Assembly is over I see no further pur- 
pose of having the Journal encumber 
my mail. Please discontinue sending 
it to me. 


—(Rev.) Joseph B. Ledford 
Kansas City, Mo. 


The Chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Judicial Business certainly 
must not have been impressed. His 
letter missed the title of the paper, 
the address of this office and the name 


of the editor.—Ed. 





QUITE IMPRESSED 


Mrs. Crouch and I are so glad that 
you have the courage to tell the truth 
about the NCC. More should be done 
to shed light on some of the things 
the Council is doing. You must have 
known before you started your articles 
on this “huge” organization that it 
and some of its followers would re- 
taliate. They are awfully “big” to 
hear them tell it. So was Goliath, but 
little David, with God’s help, had no 
trouble slaying him. 


—B. W. Crouch, Jr. 
Mountville, N. C. 


Our observation, in this connection 
and others, is that the noise a thing 
makes does not always indicate the 
true size of its following.—Ed. 





I have just read the reprint of “Why 


I find it Hard To Be Enthusiastic 
about the NCC” in United Evangeli- 
cal Action. Do appreciate the dif- 
ferent points you bring out. In view 
of what you said, I can’t help but 
wonder how you avoided saying “Why 
I Cannot Possibly be Enthusiastic .. .”’ 


—Mrs. Jake Stimson 
Clarinda, Iowa 


If we shut ourselves off from every- 
thing with which we disagree, there 
might never be hope for improvement 
or change.—Ed. 
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